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WORTHING  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


10,  Bulkington  Avenue, 


Gent lemen , 


Annual  Report  1942 


Worthing . 
June,  19^3* 


Acting  on  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  reports  should 
• •!-  be  confined  to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which  affected  the  public  health 
he  year,  especially  any  matters  arising  from  or  connected  with  the  war, 
of  infectious  disease,  together  with  any  exceptional  administrative 
Ton.,  taken  or  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  beg  to  make 
.oilpwing  observations. 


tatistics,  1942. 

Worthing  R.D. 

England 
&  7/ale s. 

Birth  Rato  per  1,000 

populat ion . 

•  •  t 

16  *5 

15.8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
population 

•  •  « 

14.1 

11.6 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  births 

♦  •  • 

51 

49 

Evacuation . 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  wore  approximately  185  adult  evacuees  and 
206  child  evacuees,  including  112  unaccompanied  children,  in  the  district. 


Infectious  Disease* 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  of 


Scarlet  Favor 
Pneumonia 
Tuberculosis 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 


infectious  disease  were  notified: 

No.  notified.  No.  of  deaths. 

83  (27  in  1941)  0 

13  (16  "  "  )  7 

24  ( 17  "  "  )  13 


190  0 

43  0 

5  0 

1  0 


Diphtheria  Immunisat ion. 


Diphtheria  immunisation  has  again  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the 
County  Council.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as  follows: 

79$  of  children  of  school  ago  had  boon  immunised. 

54.3$  of  children  under  school  ago  had  boon  immunised. 

No  caso  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Scabies .  , 

During  the  yo.r  223  cases  of  Scabies  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  thG 
Health  Department,  namely: 

51  adults 

131  school  children 
41  children  under  school  ago. 


-2- 


Treatment  was 
methods : 


carried  out,  with  satisfactory  results, 


Sulphur  Baths  1  case 

Sulphur  Ointmont  1 5  " 

Sulphur  Lather  1  " 

Proscabin  34  ” 

Benzyl  Bonzoato  8 5  " 

Kissmoyors  86  " 

Tetmosol  1  " 


by  the  following 


Out  of  the  223  cases  notified,  there  have  boon  9  cases  whore  the  patient 
has  again  contracted  Scabios.  The  periods  between  the  times  of  infection  have 
varied  from  3  months  to  8  months  and  from  this  it  would  seem  that  they  iaave  clearly 
contracted  tho  disoaso  anew. 

Clothes  and  bedding  wore  disinfected  by  washing  or  hot  ironing. 


Housing . 

There  wore  no  new  houses  erected  during  1942. 

Total  no.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts)  •••  10 8 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  569 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  and  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

Milk  Supply .  Report  by  Mr.  Oates  (Sanitary  Inspector) 

"During  the  year  routine  inspections  of  milk  producing  premises  have  beon 
maintained.  Tho  standard  of  cleanliness  generally  throughout  the  District  has 
remained  satisfactory  and  the  continued  co-operation  of  tho  Milk  Producers  and  the 
Owners  of  the  premises  will  undoubtedly  keep  it  so,  although  it  is  as  well  to  say 
that  during  the  past  year  particularly  farmers  have  more  than  once  expressed  their 
dissatisfaction  with  tho  present  system  of  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk, 
stating  that  they  cannot  see  why  so  many  different  officers  have  to  concern  them¬ 
selves  in  such  matters.  Up  to  the  prosent  time  it  has  been  possible  to  placato  all 
thoso  concerned,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  good  grounds  for  this 
dissatisfaction,  when  one  realises  the  number  of  persons  who  do  in  fact  visit 
Producers'  premises.  To  quote  a  few 

Local  Authority. 

The  Modical  Officer  of  Health  may,  and  often  doos,  visit  such  promises. 

Tho  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  inspects  regularly. 

Thoso  officials,  through  their  Local  Authority,  are  ompowerod  to 
require  works  to  be  carried  out  under  the  various  Acts  and  Orders 
relating  to  clean  milk  production. 

County  Council . 

The  County  Sanitary  Officer. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Tho  County  Sampling  Officers. 

Tho  Dairy  Instructor. 

In  addition  to  those  wo  have  tho  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  visiting  regularly.  Others  who  may  and  do  visit  for 
various  purposes  ares- 
The  Food  &  Drugs  Sampling  Officer. 

Tho  War  Agricultural  Committoe's  Officer. 

The  Regional  Officer  of  tho  Milk  Marketing  Board. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  Bacteriologist,  etc. 

An  impressive  list,  and  thoro  is  littlo  wondor  that  tho  farming  fraternity 
are  somewhat  annoyed,  and  wonder  if  milk  production  is  really  worth  all  this  varied 
supervision . 


It  is  as  well  to  admit  that  the  present  state  of  affairs  with  respect 
to  the  administration  of  those  Orders  is  definitely  unsound,  and  that  it  is  not 
in  the  best  interests  of  either  farraor  or  consumer  to  have  those  numerous  officials 
visiting  farm  premises  to  ensure  that  milk  is  produced  in  a  satisfactory  and  cleanly 
manner  from  healthy  cows. 

Local  Authorities  and  their  officers  have  done  practically  the  whole  of 
the  work  in  the  past  towards  the  improvement  of  milk  production,  both  from  the 
cleanliness  point  of  view  and  the  provision  of  healthy  and  well  constructed  buildings 
Though  it  may  be  said  that  the  pro  sent  standard  that  milk  has  reached,  is  not  in  all 
respects  satisfactory,  that  standard  has  only  been  reached  through  continued  hard 
work  against  somewhat  heavy  opposition. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  powers  spread  over  all  the  other  Authorities 
concerned,  with  the  exception  of  those  relating  to  veterinary  inspection,  wore 
contred  in  the  Local  Authorities,  then  the  first  stop  to  gonoral  satisfaction  and 
tho  corner  stone  of  full  co-operation  between  producer  and  official  would  have  been 
laid.  If  tho  question  of  staffing  is  raised,  then  it  is  tho  staff  of  tho  Local 
Authority  which  should  bo  increased,  and  again,  if  lack  of  uniformity  is  tho 
argument,  then  there  should  be  definite  standards  instead  of  the  ambiguous  suggestions 
in  present  use,  when  uniformity  will  follow. 

In  respoct  to  the  remedy  of  contraventions,  and  especially  those  of  a 
structural  nature,  the  same  difficulties  have  been  met  with  as  in  tho  case  of 
housing  repairs.  It  has,  however,  been  possible  to  obtain  the  execution  of  considerable 
alterations  of  a  necessary  nature  at  one  or  two  farms,  outstanding  amongst  these 
aro  tho  following $- 

(i)  Milk  was  produced  in  cowstalls  without  adequate  lighting  or  ventilation,  with 
unsatisfactory  floors  and  standings,  with  no  drainage,  or  dairy.  'These  premisos 
have  been  reconstructed  throughout,  a  new  drainage  system  provided,  and  in  addition 
a  new  cowstall  to  take  7  cows  has  boon  built. 

(ii)  In  this  case  milk  production  was  carried  out  in  premises  without  drainage,  with 
inadequate  ventilation,  and  where  roofs  wore  defective  and  conditions  generally 
unsatisfactory.  As  a  result  of  negotiations  with  the  owner  and  occupier  all  these 
matters  have  been  corrected  and  the  premisos  can  now  bo  considered  satisfactory. 

In  addition,  a  certain  number  of  other  minor  improvements  have  boon 
effected  by  the  serving  of  informal  notices,  for  example,  32  structural  defects  have 
been  remedied,  and  throe  sterilising  plants  installed. 

During  the  year  an  interesting  investigation  was  carried  out  into  the  cause 
of  casos  of  Undulant  Fovor  occurring  in  an  adjoining  town.  Chock  samples  wore  taken 
at  tho  farm  concerned,  from  a  T .T .  herd,  and  it  was  found  that'  certain  of  the  cows 
gavo  positive  results  when  samples  of  milk  taken  from  thorn  woro  subjected  to 
biological  examination.  Tho  full  co-operation  of  the  producer  was  obtained,  and 
since  that  date  tho  co-operation  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  on  whoso  advice  the  producer  has  permitted  his  hord  to  be  subjected  to 
vaccination.  The  procodure  adopted  is  that  all  cows  in  his  possession  are 
vaccinatod  shortly  after  calving,  all  young  stock  from  the  ago  of  6  months  upwards 
havo  boon  vaccinatod,  and  in  future  all  calves  reaching  the  age  of  4/6  months  will 
bo  similarly  vaccinatod.  The  strains  of  vaccinG  used  aro  prepared  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  it  is  hopod  by  tho  adoption  of  those  methods  to  obtain  freedom  from 
this  trouble  in  this  particular  hord. 

It  is  too  soon  yet  to  state  whether  such  success  has  boon  achioved,  but 
during  the  current  year  further  samples  will  be  taken  in  an  attempt  to  obtain 
conclusive  information  on  this  point. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Under  this  heading  I  fool  that  attention  should  bo  drawn  to  a  case  which 
was  the  subject  of  legal  proceedings  during  tho  year,  in  short,  during  1941  it  was 
found  that  a  producer  was  producing  milk  at  unregistered  promises.  Ho  pleaded 
ignorance,  and  as  a  result  was  provided  with  tho  nocossary  forms  of  application. 

Those  wore  received,  and  tho  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 
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It  is  from  this  point  that  all  the  ensuing  difficulties  arose,  since,  owing 
to  the  anomaly  whereby  a  Local  Authority  cannot  refuse  to  register  premises  for  use 
for  milk  production  where  there  is  to  bo  no  retail  sale,  there  resulted  the 
production  of  milk  under  indescribably  filthy  conditions. 


The  usual  notices  wore  served  requiring  structural  alterations,  and 
laying  down  tho  works  that  should  bo  carried  out  to  oring  th_-  premises  to  a 
satisfactory  standard,  and  to  facilitate  the  production  of  milk  in  a  cleanly  manner. 
Those  were  ignored,  and  the  conditions  became  so  bad  that  the  districutor  receiving 
the  milk  under  a  Milk  Marketing  Board  Contract  refused  to  tako  any  further  milk  from 
this  farm. 


During  this  period  and  thereafter  samples  were  taken  of  the  morning  and 
evening  milks  to  tho  total  number  of  9,  in  all  cases  the  milk  failed  the  Methylene 
Blue  Reductase  Test,  and  Coliforra  Bacillus  was  present  in  all  cases  where  the  tost 
was  applied.  In  addition,  the  water  supply  at  tho  farm  was  found  to  bo  unsatisfactory. 

As  a  result  of  tho  complete  indifference  to  any  suggestion,  advice,  or 
notice  givon  to  the  producer,  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Council,  w ho  approved 
tho  taking  of  proceedings,  and  as  a  result  tho  defendant  was  convicted  on  all  of 
six  separate  summonses,  fined  £2  in  respoct  of  each,  and  ordored  to  pay  £5  towards 
the  cost  of  prosecution,  making  £17  in  all. 

Since  that  date  the  matter  has  boon  the  subject  of  co-operative  consideration 
by  the  Council,  the  Milk  Marketing  Board,  and  tho  County  War  Agricultural  Committee, 
with  the  result  that  notice  under  tho  Livestock  Control  Order,  1942,  has  boon  served 
upon  tho  producer  to  reduce  his  cows  to  not  more  than  two. 


I  would  again  like  to  stress  tho  fact  that  tho  consumption  of  this  filthy 
milk,  the  ensuing  time,  trouble  and  expense  in  collecting  evidence  and  taking 
proceedings  against  this  man  could  have  boon  avoided,  had  tho  powers  of  Local 
Authorities  been  similar  to  thoso  hold  in  respoct  to  Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk,  and 
it  had  boon  possible  to  refuse  registration  until  such  time  as  tho  promises  concerned 
were  brought  up  to  tho  standards  laid  down  in  the  Milk  &  Dairios  Order. 


No.  of  summonses  issued  under  the  Acts  and  Orders  ...  1 
No.  of  convictions  obtained  ...  1 


Report  on  Samples  of  Milk  taken  during  tho  yoar . 

It  will  bo  seen  from  tho  following  tablo  that  of  tho  195  samples  taken 
195  were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test,  and  22  to  the  Coliform  Tost . 
Of  tho  195,  136  or  69«74^  reached  the  standard  of  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and  of 
the  22,  15  or  68-1 8^  passed  the  test  for  the  prosonce  of  Coliform  Bacillus. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  number  tested  for  the  presence  of  Coliform  Bacillus 
is  ridiculously  low,  and  of  that  number  it  should  bo  stated  that  only  4  of  tho  141 
samples  taken  by  the  County  Council  wore  submitted  to  this  tost,  and  only  by 
persistont  request  has  it  been  possible  to  have  tests  made  of  l8  of  the  samplos  taken 
by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Milk  (Special  Designations )  Order  1936,  and  Memo.  139 
Foods,  under  which  all  tho  County  Council  samplos  wore  taken,  stato  that  it  is  not 
nocGssary  for  ov3ry  sample  to  be  submitted  to  both  Mothyleno  Blue  and  Coliform  Tests, 
and  it  is  suggested  that  most  of  tho  samplos  might  bo  examined  by  tho  Mothyleno  Bluo 
test  alone,  reserving  tho  Coliform  test  for  occasional  use. 

Even  so  it  is  my  opinion  that  22  Coliform  tosts  out  of  195  samples  is  not 
a  sufficient  number,  and  especially  so  is  only  4  out  of  141. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  there  are  difficulties  at  the  County  Laboratory  owing  to 
shortago  of  staff,  tho  lack  of  accommodation,  and  so  on,  but  suggest  strongly  that 
thoso  difficulties  should  bo  overcome  at  an  early  dsto  so  that  moro  Coliform  tests 
may  be  made. 

In  addition,  four  samplos  of  Tuberculin  TGsted  Milk,  21  of  Accredited,  and 
11  of  Ordinary  Milk,  wore  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presenco  of  Tuborcle 
Bacilli.  Of  these,  one  of  the  Accredited  Milk  samplos  and  ono  Ordinary  Milk  sample 
proved  positive. 
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Notice  was  sent  to  tho  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  accordance  with 
tho  requirements  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  19 38 ,  and  at  tho  time  of  writing  no 
report  on  subsequent  action  has  boon  received." 


Tuberculin 


Tekon  by  County  Council 

Tested . 
20 

Accredited . 
120 

Pastour isod . 
1 

Ordinary . 

0 

Taken  by  other  Local  Authorities 

1 

5 

0 

4 

Taken  by  own  Sanitary  Authority 

4 

29 

1 

10 

Methylene  Blue  Tostj 

Me.  complying  with  standard 

21 

101 

2 

12 

No.  not  complying  with  standard 

4 

53 

0 

2 

Coliforrn  Tost  s 

No.  receiving  no  tost 

24 

137 

2 

10 

Coliforrn  Bacillus  prosents 

1  Tubo 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  Tubos 

- 

3 

- 

1 

3  Tubes 

- 

3 

mm 

•m 

No.  satisfying  tost 

1 

11 

- 

3 

Food  and  Drugs  Acts . 


The 
(who  are 


following  table  shows  tho  number  of  samplos  taken  by  the  County  Council 
the  administrative  Authority  for  thoso  Acts)  and  the  results  of  examination! 


Now  Milk 
Butter 
Margarine 
Lard 
Honey 
Ice  Cream 
Dried  Egg 
Jam 

Sv/setonod  Custard  Powder 
Vinegar 

Eucalyptus  Oil 

Zinc  Ointment 

Anti-Gas  Ointment  (No. 2) 


No.  analysed. 
12 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Genuine • 
12 
1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 


Otherwise 


The  average  content  of  the  samplos  of  Now  Milk  analysed  was  as  follows j- 


Fat.  Solids  not  Fat.  Total  Solids. 
3.64/  8.84/  12.48/. 


Wat  or . 


During  the  year  26  samples  of  water  from  public  supplies  wore  sent  for 
bactoriological  examination  and  wore  generally  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

I  have  had  a  complete  report  from  tho  Sanitary  Inspoctor,  Mr.  Oates, 
as  in  former  years.  This  year  I  thought  it  of  sufficient  interest  to  givo  his 
observations  on  the  milk  problem,  in  some  detail. 

4653  visits  and  inspections  wero  mado  as  compared  with  3909  tho  previous 

yoar . 


The  two  Inspectors  for  this  area  aro  Mr.  Oates  and  Mr.  Heathcote  and  I  should 
like  to  acknowledge  tho  value  of  their  work.  Mr.  Oates  specially  intorcstod  himsolf 
in  Milk  questions  and  Mr.  Heathcote  on  the  treatment  of  Scabies.  I  have  included 
in  this  report  Mr.  Oates  observations  on  milk  supply  and  noxt  yoar  I  hope  to  givo  an 
analysis  of  Mr.  Heathcoto’s  rosults  of  treatment  of  Scabies  by  tho  now  preparation 
mado  by  tho  I.C.I.,  called  Tctmosol  (Tetraethylthiuram  Monosulphide ) •  Tho 
interesting  foaturo  of  the  Undulant  Fover  cases  that  havG  occurred  i»  that  they  were 
all  traced  to  one  farm  in  my  aroa  whore  nothing  else  but  T.T.  milk  was  produced  and 
although  vaccination  is  boing  undertaken,  I  am  of  opinion  that  tho  only  certain  cure 


€ 


-6- 

is  pasteurisation,  and  I  hope  that  the  Government  will  not  axcludo  T.T.  milk  from 
their  scheme  of  making  milk  pasteurisation  compulsory. 

Records . 


All  records,  including  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
ar:  boing  carefully  preserved  in  order  that  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  a 
report  can  bo  made  dealing  more  fully  with  the  period  from  the  beginning  of  1939 
to  the  end  of  the  last  complete  year,  so  that  Annual  Records  may,  as  far  as 
practicable,  bo  continuous  and  complcto. 

I  am,  Gentlemen* 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To:- 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Worthing  Rural  District  Council. 


